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Survey of | Peter through Revelation
Small Group or Personal Study Course
Introduction

Thisisasmadl group Bible study course to help you grow in your understanding of the books
of | Peter through Revelation. This study will be most effective as you get together with asmall group
to share the answers that each of you has written in your persond study. Thiscan dso beused asa
persona study course to help you grow in your understanding of the books of | Peter through Revela
tion. This courseis designed to help you grow in three ways. Throughout the course you will reed a
paragraph to help you grow in your knowledge of the versesthat you will be reading. After each
paragraph you will usudly have three questions. These three questions will focus on three things:
Knowledge, Understanding and Application.

The firgt question will ask you to find the answer to some question in the verses that you are
reading. This question isto help you pick out a key fact in those verses to help you grow in your
knowledge of those verses. The answer to this question will usudly be found in the verses as you read
them.

The second question will ask you a question that will help you to think through the versesto
understand the meaning of the group of verses being discussed. Asyou read this question, pray that
the Lord will give you understanding of the passage as well as knowledge of the facts.

The third question will ask you a question that will help you to apply what you have learned
from those verses both to your own and to your service for Chrigt. It is aswe understand and apply
the Scripture to our lives that the Lord redly begins to change and transform our lives.

At the end of each lesson there will be an opportunity to write down something that you have
learned for your own life through the study of those verses. Our prayer isthat as you work through
these lessons that three things will happen in your life;

1. Firgt, you will grow in your knowledge of the Bible.
2. Second, you will grow in your understanding of the verses that you have studied.
3. Third, you will learn how to apply the Word of God to your life.

The basic materid in each of these lessons was origindly written in one of Sx Bible Survey
texts written between 1969 and 1974 that cover the entire Bible from Genesis to Revelation. We are
meaking this materid available in this new form to help you grow in your knowledge, understanding and
gpplication of the Bible to your life. The Lord willing, we will continue to make other books available
as we have time to prepare them in this new form.

May the Lord bless you as you learn His Word.
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Survey of | & Il Peter
Lesson 1
| Peter 1:1-2:25

Many Christian become discouraged when they have any kind of suffering in their lives. They cannot
understand why they are being suffering or being persecuted for Christ. The early church aso experi-
enced suffering and persecution. As aresult, Peter wrote to the Christians who were experiencing
persecution in many different regions of the Roman Empire. Today in our lesson we will learn that it is
awonderful thing to have the privilege of suffering or being persecuted for Christ. Suffering and perse-
cution help our lives to become what God wants them to be. Christ suffered for us so it should be a
privilege for usto suffer for Him.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be adle to:

Explain why we suffer as Chrigians.

Tdl how we know that the Bible is the Word of God.

Explain how we grow as Chrigtians.

Explain how we should live as Chridtians.

As Peter beginsthis | etter, we see that the letter is written to Christians in many different places. Peter
had a concern for the Chrigtiansin dl of these places. We read that God has chosen each person that
isaChrigian. Then that person has been set gpart and made holy by the Holy Spirit. Thisdl hap-
pened because Chrigt paid the penalty to set people from the pendty of their an. Christ paid that
pendty with His own blood. Now we can have peace because we know that we are the children of
God. We dso know that we have aliving hope because Christ rose from the dead.

1. Read | Peter 1:1-12 and write what kind of an inheritance God has given us through Chrigt.

2. Explain why these verses teach that Chrigtians can have a living hope.

3. Explain what it means to you in your own life to know that Christ paid the pendty to set you free
from your Sn.

As Chrigtians we have been promised a reward that can never spoil or rot. Itisareward that has
never been spoiled by sin. Itisareward that will never fade or disappear. We know that it iswaiting
in heaven for us. God will keep us and take care of us just as Heis keeping our reward for us. Thisis
the reason that we can regjoice even when we suffer. We know that the things that we suffer on earth
are to help make us more precious for Christ because that suffering getsrid of the thingsin our lives
that hinder us from serving Chrig.

4. Read | Peter 1:1-12 and write what kind of joy we have through Chrigt even though we have not
yet seen Him.

5. Explain why Chrigtians can rgjoice even when they are going through trids because of ther faith in
Chrigt.

6. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to know that you are kept by the power of God.



We seetha Chrigt gives usajoy that is so greet that we do not even have the words to spesk abut it.
We have this joy because Chrigt has saved us. Christ gave us the sdvation that was spoken of by the
prophets. These prophets dso spoke of the fact that the suffering of Christ would be followed by
greet glory. The prophets did not spesk these things for themsalves. They spoke them for our benefit.
Now the Holy Spirit teaches us and helps us to understand these things. This causes usto grow in un-
dergtanding and gives us grest joy.

7. Read | Peter 1:1-12 and write what the prophets reveded about Christ before He even came to
this earth.

8. Explain why Chrigtians can have greet joy when they suffer and are persecuted for their faith in
Chrigt.

9. Explan why you are thankful that Christ has given you the Holy Spirit to help you understand the
things that were written by the prophets.

Since we know that any suffering will be followed by great glory, we are to be encouraged and
srengthened. The Lord encourages us to focus on minds on the future grace that God will reved to us
a the coming of Chrigt to take usto heaven. Aswe focus our minds on the promises of God, our de-
grewill be to be obedient children. Asthe children of God, we are not to continue to live as we lived
before we followed Chrigt. Instead it should be our desire and purposeto live alife that is holy and set
gpart to God. Weredizethat Christ isthe Lord of our lives and that gives usadesreto please Him in
every part of our lives.

10. Read | Peter 1:13-25 and write why we should be holy.

11. Explain why Chrigtians should want to live aholy life rather than follow the sins of ther lives before
they trusted Chrigt.

12. Explain why you fed that it isimportant to you in your own life to want to live aholy lifein dl that
you do.

God isaholy God that has never committed asingle sin. Hewantsusto live holy livesdso. That is
one of the reasons that He gave us the Holy Spirit so that we would have the power to live holy lives.
Because of our desireto live holy lives, we should confess any sinimmediately so that it does not hin-
der usinour life. Since God is going to judge the works of every Chrigtian so that He can see what
works He can reward, our desire should beto servethe Lord in every area of our lives. Our sins
were not paid for with slver and gold because that is not the way that God saves people from sin.
13. Read | Peter 1:13-25 and write how we are redeemed (saved).

14. Explain why Chrigtians can rgjoice in the fact that God chose to accept the blood of His Son to
pay the pendty for our Sin.

15. Explain why it isimportant to you to know that Christ paid the price with His own blood to see
you free from your former life.

We see that it was the blood of Chrigt that paid the pendty for our sin and made us free. Christ could
pay that penaty because He had never committed asingle in. Just as God chose to save us before
He created the world, He aso chose to send Chrigt to pay the pendty for sin even before He created
theworld. Chrigt could pay that pendty because His life was without any spot or blemish. By that
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payment and our acceptance of it, He has given us life and taken away our sin.

16. Read | Peter 1:13-25 and write how we should treat each other as Christians since God has saved
us.

17. Explain why the knowledge that Chrigt paid the pendty for our n should give every Chrigtian a
desre to love one another fervently with a pure heart.

18. Explain why it isimportant for you in your own life to reflect the love that Chrigt has shown you by
loving other Chridtians.

We see that the thing that makes it possible for us to have a greeat love for each other isthe fact that
Chrigt has saved us. Chrigt has given uslife. Although Chrigt died, He did not remain deed. Instead
Heisadive. Now He speaksto us through the Word of God. The Word of God is not like the grass
inthefidd or even like the lives of people. The grass of the field and even people just live for a short
time and die. However, the Word of God never changes. Thisiswhy we know that we can dways
depend on the Word of God.

19. Read | Peter 1:13-25 and write how long the Word of God will endure.

20. Explain why it isimportant for Chrigtians to know and understand that the Word of God will never
change.

21. Explain why it isimportant to you in your life to know that the Word of God that brought you to
Chrigt will abide forever.

Since Chrig isdive and has given uslife, it should be our desireto live for Chrigt. Because Chridtis
living in us and we take Him with us wherever we go, our desireisto lay asde the sins of our pagt life.
We redize that when we became Chrigtians we were like new spiritua babies. In order for ababy to
grow strong and hedthy, it must drink milk. As Chrigtians, our milk isthe milk of the Word of God.
We will only grow as Christians as we study the Word of God. A growing and hedlthy Chridian is
onethat is studying the Word of God every day and then applying what he or she learnsto hisor her
life

22. Read | Peter 2:1-12 and write what kind of stones we are called.

23. Explain why the pure milk of the Word is so essentid to help anew Chrigtian begin his or her spiri-
tua growth.

24. Explain how you can persondly help anew Christian begin spiritua growth by helping that person
to understand the milk of the Word.

Chrigt cameto usasthe Living sone. He came from God but men rgected Him. Now Christ has
meade us dive. We see that we are now the stones that Chrigt is using to build the church. Every single
Chrigtianisapriest of God. We spesk to God for people as we pray for them. We speak to people
for God as we share the Word of God with them. It isthe privilege of every Chrigtian to be involved
in bringing people to Chrigt by sharing the Gospel with others. This causes greet joy in heaven. Since
Chrigt isthe foundation and cornerstone of the church, He is the most important part of the church. He
ISavery precious stone to each one of us.

25. Read | Peter 2:1-12 and write what kind of a stone Christ is to those that do not believe.

26. Explain why God says that every Chrigtian isaliving stone that the Lord is using to build a spiritud
house.



27. Explain what it means to you in your own life to know that you have been called a priest of God
that offers up spiritud sacrifices.

We did not sstumble when we heard about Chrigt. Instead al Christians are the people chosen by God
Himsdf to be His priests. We have been caled out of darkness to spesk for Christ. Now our lives
areto be examplesfor Christ. As people see our changed lives and hear us speak for Christ, some of
them will turnto Chrigt dso. In thisway we are serving asthe priests of Christ. We are to bring peo-
pleto God aswe tell them how they can have eternd life through Chrit.

28. Read | Peter 2:1-12 and write what fleshly lusts do to the soul.

29. Explain why these verses teach that the good works of Chrigtians have a powerful impact for
Chrigt.

30. Explain what it meansto you in your own life to know that those who are not Christians are watch-
ing your life as they think about whether to follow Christ or not.

As Chrigtians, we dso have aresponsbility to our human government. God has alowed our rulersto
be rulersfor areason. Aslong aswe do what isright, we will not get into trouble with the govern-
ment. It isthose who do evil that are usualy punished except in countries where the government is
persecuting Chrigtians for tharr faith. It isthe will of God for usto do what is right and pleasing to
God. Thiswill cause foolish people to keep quiet and not spesk against Christians. Christ has made
us free and so we should not do evil.

31. Read | Peter 2:13-25 and write whose servants we are.

32. Explain why the examples of Chrigians that are living to please Chrigt will slence the ignorance of
foolish men.

33. Explain why it isimportant for you in your own life to obey the authorities and government leaders.

Asthe servants of God we are to honor and respect all people. We areto love dl those who are our
brothers and sstersin Christ. We are to fear and worship God. We are to honor our rulers. We are
to obey our employers. Thisistrue evenif they are evil and mean employers. If they punish usfor
things that we have not done, we are to suffer patiently because God will reward us for being patient.
Here we see that as Chrigtians we have respongbilities to many people. Our lives are to be witnesses
and examples to them by everything that we say and do. If we suffer, Christ will reward us.

34. Now read | Peter 2:13-25 and write what Christ gave us by suffering for us.

35. Explain why these verses teach that it isimportant for Christians to submit to al that are placed in
authority over them.

36. Explain what it meansto you in your life to know that God is very pleased with you if you suffer
wrongfully and take it patiently.

When Chrig cameto this earth. He suffered many things. He suffered those things even though He
did not do any sin. Hedid not speek evil. He did not fight back when people spoke against Him. He
did not threaten others when they made Him suffer. Instead Chrigt did dl of these things without com-
plaining so that He could be an example for us when we suffer. Christ gives us awonderful example to
follow when people persecute us and make us suffer.
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37. Read | Peter 2:13-25 and write to whom Christ committed Himself when He suffered.

38. Explan how the suffering of Chrigt is an en example for every Chrigtian when the Chrigtian experi-
ences suffering or persecution.

39. Explain what it meansto you when it says that Christ committed Himsdlf to Him that judges righ-
teoudy when He suffered.

We see ared picture of the suffering of Christ for our sins. He carried al of our snson Himsdf when
Hedied onthe cross. He did this so that we could dieto sin and live for God. We were like sheep
that were lost and had gone the wrong way. Aslost sheep we were unableto help ourselves. Thisis
why Christ had made the choice before the world was ever created to come to this earth to pay the
pendty for sin. He knew that we could not help ourselves. As aresult, He made the choice to come
and do what we could not do for oursalves.

40. Read | Peter 2:13-25 and write what Christ is called because we were like lost sheep.

41. Explain why Chrigtians should desire to live for righteousness since they have been made dead to
gn by placing ther trugt in Chrig.

42. Explain what it meansto you to know that by His death for you Chrigt set you free so that you
now have the power to live arighteous life,

Now reread | Peter 1:1-2:25 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned from
these chapters.



Survey of | & Il Peter
Lesson 2
| Peter 3:1-4:19

In our last lesson we learned several important lessons about Chrigtians suffering for Christ. Today we
will learn some more lessons about suffering. Since Christ suffered for us, thereis not a Single reason
why we should be unwilling to suffer for Him. In fact we can be filled with joy because we are given
the privilege of suffering for Christ. Aswe suffer, we should not worry because we know that the
Lord iscoming soon. We aso see that Chrigt has given each Chrigtian spiritud giftsto serve the Lord
more effectively. Some of these gifts are speaking gifts while other gifts are serving gifts. When we
speak or serve we are to be good stewards of the gifts that the Lord has given us.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be adle to:

Tdl how we should live as Chrigians in our homes,
Explain why we should be ready to answer every person who asks about the hope that we have as
Chrigians,

Tdl why we should be glad to suffer.

Explain what the coming of Chrigt should cause usto do.

We begin our lesson today by learning how we should lives as husbands and wivesin our homes. First
we are given some ingructions for the wife. We see that wives are encouraged to place themsavesin
subjection to their own husbands. To submit means to place ourselves under the leadership of an-
other. If aman that is not a Christian has awife who isloving and placing herself in subjection to her
husband, he will often be won to Chrig by the life and testimony of hiswife. A Chrigian manwill be a
better leader for Christ if he has awife that has placed hersdlf in subjection to her husband.

1. Read | Peter 3:1-12 and write what kind of a spirit awife is encouraged to have.

2. Explain why the example of a submissve wife will often win a husband thet is not a Christian to
Chrigt.

3. Tdl how you would explain the meaning of submission in your own words.,

We dso see that women are not to spend all of their time making their outward appearance look
fancy. Instead they are encouraged to be more concerned about what they are like on the insde.

God places a great value on awoman that has a gentle and quiet spirit. The Old Testament gives us
many examples of women that had that kind of a spirit. Sarah is mentioned as an example because she
was submissive to her husband. She showed honor and respect to her husband. She was not boast-
ing in hersdf or talking about the things that she could do. Instead she choseto be ared encourage-
ment to her husband.

4. Read | Peter 3:1-12 and write what husbands are told to give to their wives.

5. Explain what God means when He says that a gentle and quiet spirit is of great value in His sight.

6. Explain why the lives of Abraham and Sarah are examples for you in your own life by the lives that

they lived.



We see that hushands are dso given a great responsibility in the home. Husbands are to honor their
wives. Sometimes men fed that they can treat their wives with little or no respect.  In contrast, God
says here that aman should treat his wife with great honor and respect. Sheisweaker and isto be
treated with honor because they will both share the riches of God. If men are tregting their wives with
honor and respect, they will encourage their wives. The wife will be able to work better for the Lord
because things will be going well in the home. We dso read that if men treat their wives with honor
and respect that the prayers of the husbands will be effective.

7. Read | Peter 3:1-12 and write what we are dl to do regardless of what part of the family we are.
8. Explain why husbands who treat their wives with honor and respect are showing by their actions
the way that Chrigt treats the church.

9. Explan why it isimportant to you in your own life to live your lifein such away that your prayers
will be effective.

We see that we are dl to be of one mind. Thiswill only hagppen as we learn to think in waysthet are
pleasing to God because then we will put othersfirs. Thiswill cause usto show love and compassion
to others. It will even cause usto be kind to those who are evil to us. As Christians we are to turn
from evil and seek the good. That way we will be able to live with peace in our hearts. We will know
that Christ iswatching over us and protecting us. We will know that Christ hears and answers our
prayers because we are living to please Him.

10. Read | Peter 3:1-12 and write what we are not to return for evil when others do evil to us.

11. Explain what these verses teach us about the responsbilities of husbands and wivesin these
Verses.

12. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to live your life so that it will be ablessng to
others.

We areto turn from evil and do good. We are to pursue peace by the things that we do. Aswe serve
the Lord, it may be necessary to suffer for the Lord. However, we see that we can be happy when
we suffer for the Lord because we know that we are suffering for what isright. Since we do not need
to be afraid of those who might make us suffer, we should be ready at dl times to speak for Chridt.
We should be very thankful for the opportunity to answer the questions of those who want to know
what it meansto follow Chrigt.

13. Read | Peter 3:13-22 and write what kind of a conscience we should have.

14. Explain why Chrigtians are dl to be trained how to explain the Gospd o that they are equipped to
answer every person that asks them about the hope that they have.

15. Explain how the Lord has helped you to answer the questions of relatives, friends or co-workers
about the hope that you have in Chridt.

When people speak againgt us, we do not need to worry if we know that we have done what is right.
We may have to suffer. However, it is better to suffer because we have done right than to suffer for
the sins that we have committed. Christ has dready suffered for our sins so that He could bring usto
God. Since Chrigt has suffered for our sins, we should do the things that we know are right so that we



do not need to suffer for our snsaso. When Christ suffered for ains, it was ajust person who was
without Sin that was suffering for the sins of the unjudt.

16. Read | Peter 3:13-22 and write to whom Christ by the Holy Spirit preached.

17. Explain why Chrigt was willing to suffer as the Just One for dl of those who have snned and are
unjust.

18. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to have a good conscience because you know
that you have done the things thet are right.

Here we see that Christ spoke to the people of the Old Testament by the Holy Spirit. Christ did this
by using men like Noah who spoke for God and warned people for one hundred years before God
sent the flood.  Although Noah faithfully preached, we see that none of the people listened. Findly &-
ter one hundred years of warning, God destroyed everyone that was on the earth except the family of
Noah. Noah and hisfamily showed that they had placed their faith in God by going into theark. To-
day men show their faith in Christ by being baptized. Baptism does not save them. Instead baptism
shows that a change has aready happened in the life of that person.

19. Read | Peter 3:13-22 and write where Christ is right now.

20. Explain what these verses teach us about the meaning of baptism.

21. Explain why it isimportant to you that Chrigt isin heaven and that He is a the right hand of God.

Since Chrigt suffered for us, it isonly natura that we should be prepared to suffer for Him. Aswe suf-
fer for Chrigt, that suffering does awonderful thing for us. That suffering causes our faith to grow
stronger so that it is not as easy for the devil to tempt usto sin. Although suffering may seem bad at
firdt, here we see that it can actudly be ared blessng. Asaresult, it should be our desire to spend the
rest of our livesfollowing Christ instead of satisfying our sinful lusts and desires.

22. Read | Peter 4:1-6 and write whose will we should do.

23. Explain why God encourages Chrigtians to have an attitude that prepares them to suffer for Chrigt.
24. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to live so that you can carry out the will of God
that He hasfor you.

Before we followed Chrigt, we followed the will of the devil. Heled usto commit dl kinds of sn be-
cause we were davesto sn. Those sinsinvolved satisfying oursalves and worshipping the devil. Now
those who follow the devil think that we are very strange because we no longer do the things that we
used to do. We are no longer concerned about satisfying oursaves by sinning. We no longer want to
be involved in those things that are involved in worshipping the devil. At the same time we do not need
to worry about these people who speak against us.

25. Read | Peter 4:1-6 and write to whom they must give an account.

26. Explain why the people who are not Chrigtians find it surprising that we do not want to practice the
same ansthat they are doing.

27. Explain some of the new desires that God gave you in your life when you placed your trust in
Chrigt.

God will judge the people that speak and do evil to Chrigtians so we do not need to judge them.
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Instead we have the opportunity to speak boldly for God just like the people who have died in the past
for gpeaking about Christ. They received the Gospd and preached it to others. Many times evil men
judged them and killed them for speaking about Christ. Although those Chrigtians were killed for
speaking about Chrigt, God has given them a grest life and they are now dive with Chrigt in heaven.
28. Read | Peter 4:1-6 and write what happened to these people even though they were judged and
killed by people.

29. Explain why it isaprivilege for Chrigians to suffer and even diefor Chridt.

30. Since you asked Chrigt to forgive your sin, explain why you are thankful that you do not need to
give an account to God for the evil that you have done in the past.

We go on to see that the Lord is coming soon. Since we know that Christ is coming soon, we should
be ready at dl timesfor Hiscoming. To beready at dl times, we are to have a sober mind. We are
to use the time that we have here on this earth for prayer. One of the most important things thet we
have the opportunity to do is have a great love for one another. A great love for one another will keep
us from sinning againg one another. Today many Chrigtians have never developed this strong love the
other Chrigtians that Christ encourages usto have. That is one reason why many churches are wesk.
The Chrigtians do not love each other.

31. Read | Peter 4:7-19 and write what we should show to each other without complaining.

32. Explain what makesit possible for Christians to be able to have a strong love for one another.

33. Explain why you are thankful that the Lord gives you the opportunity to show love to other Chris-
tians.

As Christians we also see that we are encouraged to invite others into our homes. We have the op-
portunity to do thisgladly in Chrigtian love. Every Chrigtian has received gifts. God has given these to
every Chrigtian so that we can use those gifts to serve one another. Here we see that we are to use
these giftsthe right way. When we speak, we are to speak the Word of God. When we serve others,
we are to serve others with the ability that God has given to us. When we spesk or serve, we are to
do dl thingsto bring glory to Chrid.

34. Now read | Peter 4:7-19 and write what we should not think is strange.

35. Explain why God has given some Chrigtians speaking gifts and He has given other Chrigtians serv-
ing gifts

36. Explain why it isimportant to you in your life to use your spiritud gifts to bring glory to Chridt.

When we suffer, we are sharing in the sufferings of Christ so we should rgoice. In fact we can even
be happy when people spesk against us because we serve Chrigt. The one thing we need to make
certanisthat we are suffering for Christ and that we are not suffering because we have done wrong.
If we are suffering because we are amurderer, athief or agossp, we will be ashamed. However, if
we suffer for Chrigt, then when we suffer we will not be ashamed. Instead we can rgoice and give
glory to God because Heis dlowing usto suffer for Him.

37. Read | Peter 4:7-19 and write where these verses tell us that judgment must begin.

38. Explain why Chrigtians can rgjoice and be full of joy when they have the opportunity to suffer for
Chrigt.



39. Explain why you think that it would be a privilege for you to suffer for the sake of Chridt.

As Chrigtians, we aso need to examine our own lives to make certain that we do not alow snto re-
maninour lives. God isaholy God and cannot look on sin with favor. If we continueto liveinsnas
Chrigtians, God will discipline us while we are il dive on thisearth. In contrast, those who are not
Chrigians will receive ther judgment after they die because they will experience eternd judgment. For
us as Christians we know that God has saved us. We know that He will keep us so we do not need to
WOrry.

40. Read | Peter 4:7-19 and write what we should commit to God.

41. Explain why it isimportant for Chrigtians to regularly examine their lives and confess any uncon-
fessed gn.

42. Explain what it means to you to know that you can commit the keegping of your soul to God be-
cause of thefact that Heis afaithful Creator.

Now reread | Peter 3:1-4:19 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned from
these chapters.
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Survey of | & Il Peter
Lesson 3
| Peter 5:1—11 Peter 1:21

Today we will be learning more about the way that we should live as Chrigians. First we learn thet the
elders of the church are to provide an example of how to live. Then we are given ingtructions about
the way that they should lead the church. We dso see why we need to be watching out for the devil.
Then we learn how we are to stand as Chrigtians. We will see that the Lord tells us the things that we
should develop in our lives so that we will not fdl. In fact there are severd things that we should add
to our lives. Findly we will learn how the Word of God was given to us.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be able to:

Tdl how the eders are to lead the church.

Explain why we are warned to watch out for the devil.

Explain what our lives should be like as Christians.

Tel how we received the Word of God.

Aswe begin thefirg part of our lesson, we see that we are given ingructions for the elders of the
church. The eders are the spiritua leaders of the church. They are chosen by the Holy Spirit when
they meet the qudifications given in | Timothy and Titus. Here we see the work thet the elders are told
todo. Fird, they areto feed the flock of God. The flock of God is the church. The most important
respongibility of the elders asleadersisto feed and equip every Christian so that every Christian can
grow and learn to serve Chrigt effectively.

1. Read | Peter 5:1-5 and write how the elders should take the oversight (leadership) of the church.
2. Explain why one of the most important responsibilities of the leadersin a church isto feed the con-
gregation from the Word of God.

3. Explain how spiritua |eaders have helped you in your own growth as they have taught you the
Word of God.

Leadersin the church are not to lead because they are forced to lead. Rather they are to be willing
leaders that have a desire to serve the Lord by helping other Christians grow and mature. They are
not to lead the church just to get money or some other form of sdf-gain. Instead they areto lead the
church because of their desire to serve and please God. In order to feed the Chrigtians, the elders
must spend much time teaching the Word of God to the Chrigtians. It isthe Word of God that will
help the Christians grow and mature and not the words of man. Good teaching will help the Christians
learn how to obey and serve Chrigt effectively.

4. Now read | Peter 5:1-5 and write what the elders are to be instead of lords.

5. Explain why the elders are ingtructed to lead because they have adesire to serve the Lord and help
others grow.

6. Explain some of the ways in addition to teaching you the Word of God that spiritud |eaders have
helped you in your own spiritua growth.
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These verses show us how we areto lead as Christian leaders. We areto lead by our example and
not by telling people that they must do certain things. Instead of tdlling other Chrigtians that they must
witness, we can take two or three with us each week and show them how to witness by our example.
As these Chrigtians observe how we pray and depend on the Holy Spirit to guide us as we share the
Gospdl, they will learn to do what they observe. Soon these Christians will also be witnessing. If we
gpend our time teaching the Word of God and leading by our example, soon many Christians will be
sharing the Word of God with others and serving the Lord.

7. Read | Peter 5:1-5 and write what kind of a shepherd Christ is called.

8. Explain why Chrigtian leaders are told to lead by being an example to those that they lead and not
by lording it over those that they lead.

9. Explain what lessons you learn for your own life about the importance of learning to lead by exam-

ple.

These verses dso tell uswhy we are to lead by example rather than being leaders who try to tell others
what to do. Chrigt isthe One that isthe Chief Shepherd. Heisthe Onethat hastheright to tell Chris-
tians what they areto do. AsChrigtianswe are not to try and rule anyone else. Instead we are to
teach every Chrigtian to look to Christ for leadership and guidance. We are not to try and be the
boss. Instead we are to be subject to one another. Chrigt tells us that we are to show others by our
own example the importance of being humble instead of boasting.

10. Read | Peter 5:1-5 and write what these versestell us that God does to the proud.

11. Explain why Chrigtian leaders are to show others how to lead by their example of how they follow
the Chief Shepherd.

12. Explain what it meansto you in your own life to place yoursdf in submission to those spiritud lead-
ersthat God has given to lead you.

As Chrigtians we see that we are to be humble instead of proud. We are not to boast about oursalves.
Instead we are to take al of our problems to the Lord because He cares for usand lovesus. We are
aso to be very dert to our real enemy. The devil isthe greet enemy of every person. Hisgod isd-
waysto sted, to kill and to destroy. Since he knows that he can no longer destroy the lives of Chris-
tians, he has a different god as he opposes us. Hetriesto cause every Chrigtian to livein Sn o that
our lives will not be examples for Chrig.

13. Read | Peter 5:6-14 and write how the devil walks around.

14. Explain what God promisesto do in the lives of each of the Chrigtians that choose to humble them-
selves before Him.

15. Explain what these verses teach you about the way that you are to handle dl of your problems that
you face in your own life.

The devil islooking for people that he can destroy by causing them to remainin sin. As Chridians, we
have been given the power to stand againg the temptations of the devil aswe yield our livesto God.
Theway that we stand againg the devil isto stand in the faith that we have been given by Chrigt.

Then we are sanding in the strength of Christ ingtead of trying to stand in our own strength. Aslong as
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we are ganding in the strength that Christ gives, we will not listen to the devil when he tries to tempt us.
It iswhen we are trying to stand in our own srength that the devil is able to deceive us.

16. Read | Peter 5:6-14 and write what God is called in these verses.

17. Explain why Chrigtians can only resst the devil by gand firmin their faith in Chrigt ingtead of trying
to ress in their own strength.

18. Explain why it isimportant to you to redize that other Chrigtians are dso facing the same kind of
testing from the devil.

Aswe close this book we have severd promises of blessing. We see that God has called us and that
He shows us His great love and kindness. God alows us to suffer so that we will be strong aswe
serve Him. God wants usto rest in Him and have His peace because we know that we have eterna
life. The devil can never take that life away from us. Because we know that we have eternd life, we
do not need to keep on worrying. Instead we can trust in the Lord for His strength and dlow Him to
fill our liveswith His peace even in the middle of times of testing.

19. Read | Peter 5:6-14 and write what church Peter mentionsin these verses,

20. Explain why these verses teach that Chrigtians are to stand in the strength that Christ gives asthey
serve the Lord.

21. Explan why it isimportant to you in your own life to know that the reason God alows you to suf-
fer isactualy to help you become stronger.

Aswe begin |l Peter we learn some additiona things about the way that the Lord wants usto live our
lives as Chrigtians. God has called and chosen us. He has dso given us His power through the Holy
Spirit to live lives that are holy. 1t should be our desireto live lives that are holy because God adso
promises us that we will share everything that belongsto Christ for dl eternity. We dso seethe Chrigt
gives us the power to have victory over the things of theworld. Asaresult, we can live our lives with
adrong fathin Chrig.

22. Read |1 Peter 2:1-14 and write what we should add to faith.

23. Explain what it means when it saysthat Chrigtians have been given dl things that pertain to life and
godliness.

24. Explain what it meansto you in your own life to know that you have been made a partaker of the
divine nature.

We see that we can do nothing unless we begin with faith in Christ. However, once we have put our
fath and trust in Chrigt, we now have the power to show that faith by doing those things that will
please God. Herewe seethat it is normd for service to follow salvation. Once we have become
Chrigtians, our greatest desire should be to serve Christ. We aretold to add knowledge to our faith.
Knowledge comes from studying the Word of God and applying it to our own lives so that we know
how to serve Chrigt and live alifethat is pleesing to Him. We are next told to add sdlf-control to our
knowledge.

25. Read 11 Peter 1:1-14 and write what we are told to add to self-control.

26. Explain why Chrigians are to add knowledge to their faith in Christ by studying and obeying the
Word of God.
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27. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to want to grow in your knowledge so that you
can sarve the Lord more effectively.

Sdf-control meansthat a each moment that we are yidding the control of our livesto Christ that we
have the power to do those things that are right. Patience is learning to suffer with joy. We can do this
because we are looking to Chrigt for the future so that suffering for the moment right now does not
need to bother us. We are dso ingructed to add godlinessto our life. Godlinessis putting God firgt in
al things. When we love God, we will be kind to dl people. Thisis true because our lives are con-
trolled by love ingtead of our own fear or Snful desires. If we live the life that Chrigt has given usthe
power to live, we will have fruit for Chrigt in our lives. If we do not live thiskind of life, we will fed
like our lifeisalife of discouragement and failure. If we do these things we will enjoy victory in Chrigt
because we will not have doubts about whether we have eternd life.

28. Read |1 Peter 1:1-14 and write what Peter said would happen to him in ashort time.

29. Explain why the things mentioned in these verses will transform the life of any Chridian.

30. Explain why it isimportant to you to bear fruit for Christ in your life.

When we follow Chrigt, we know that we have life that will last forever. We do not need to worry
about losing our savation. Peter was glad to remind the Chrigtians of thiswonderful promise. Al-
though we have eternd life, it is dways encouraging to be reminded of thisfact again. Peter said that
aslong as he was in this body (tabernacle) he would continue to remind the Chrigtians of this wonder-
ful promise.

31. Read Il Peter 1:1-14 and write who had revealed to Peter that he would soon die.

32. Explain what these verses teach about the results of living our livesfor Chrigt.

33. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to choose to live for Chrigt rather than for your-
of.

Peter was joyful even though he knew that he would die very soon. Now he wanted to remind the
Chrigtians one more time about the power and coming of Christ. Peter had been given alittle picture
of the power of Christ when he saw what Christ would be like in heaven. This happened that Christ
was transfigured or changed before Peter, James and John. On that day the three disciples saw a
great picture of the glory and power that Christ has and will show at the time we will see Him when He
returns for usto take usto heaven.

34. Read |1 Peter 1:15-21 and write what we have been given that is sure and unchangesble.

35. Explain what Peter learned about the power and glory of Chrigt from the time that He saw Christ
indl of Hisglory on the Mount of Trandfiguration.

36. Explain why you are looking forward to seeing Chrigt in dl of Hisglory.

We are to obey the Word of God as we wait for the coming of the Lord. The coming of the Lord will
be like the dawn of anew day. Aswewait for the coming of the Lord, we are to redize that the
Word of God did not come from the ideas of men. Instead men of God spoke the words that were
given to them by the Holy Spirit. That iswhy we know that the entire Bibleistrue. It is not the words
of men. Ingtead it isthe living Word of God.

14



37. Read 11 Peter 1:15-21 and write what kind of aword of prophecy we have.

38. Explain why Chrigtians are to pay attention to and obey the Word of God because of the fact that
itislikealight shining into adark place.

39. Explain why you are thankful that the Bibleis the Word of God and not just the words of men.

We dso learn that the Word of God is not of any private interpretation. If we will teach dl of the
Word of God in its larger context we will not be giving fase teachings. There are many people who
have tried to teach fase doctrine from the Bible. They take apart of averse and forget the rest of the
chapter. Then they never compare that part of the verse with other parts of the Bible. They are mak-
ing their own private interpretation of the Word of God. As areault, they teach false doctrine. Thisis
why it isimportant to teach an entire section of Scripture or awhole chapter so that you will avoid
teaching false doctrine.

40. Read 11 Peter 1:15-21 and write who moved the men that wrote the Bible.

41. Explain why God warns that people are not to give their own private interpretation of averse or a
part of averse.

42. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to study the Word of God carefully so that you
can interpret it correctly.

Now reread | Peter 5:1 through 11 Peter 1:21 and write down the three most important lessons that
you learned from these chapters.
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Survey of | & Il Peter
Lesson 4
Il Peter 2:1-3:18

One of the dangers that Chrigtians have dways faced is the danger of fseteachers. Thiswastruein
the time of the early church and it is dlill truetoday. There are actualy many false teachersin the world
today. In our sudy today we will look a some of the things that will help us to recognize when a per-
son isafdseteacher. Onething that many false teechers deny isthe fact that Christ paid for our sins
with Hisown blood. These fase teacherstry to ignore the fact that it was necessary for Christ to shed
Hisblood in order for our sin to be forgiven. We need to be aert for such teachers because the fact
that Christ shed His blood is absolutely necessary for a holy God to forgive our an and set us free
from the pendty of an.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be able to:

Tdl what judgment is promised for fase teachers.

Explain saverd ways that you can tdl when ateacher isafdse teacher.

Tel what these verses promise that people will say about the coming of Christ.

Explain what we learn about the new heavens and the new earth.

Today we are living in aday when there are many fdse teechersin the world. Many of these flse
teachers are in churches. 1n these verses we see that one of the things that fal se teachers refuse to be-
lieveisthe fact that they can only be saved by the blood of Christ. These fa se teachers get many peo-
pleto follow their evil ways. These false teachers want to get people to follow them so that they can
use these people. Often these false teachers are either seeking money or power. These fase teachers
will be judged for leading others the wrong way.

1. Read Il Peter 2:1-14 and write who God cast down to hell because of their sin.

2. Explain why fase teachers will often deny that Christ paid the price to set people free from the
pendty of an.

3. Explain why it isimportant for you personaly to know how to recognize those that are false teach-
ers.

When Satan and his followers rebelled againgt God, God cast them out of heaven. Now they are
waiting for ther find judgment. In the time of Noah, God desiroyed al of the people except the family
of Noah because even the thoughts of the people were evil continually. Later we see that God de-
stroyed the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah for their sin. Only Lot and two of his daughters escaped
from that city and were spared by God. God spared them because Lot had faith in God even though
hewasliving in sin. Today we know that God will dways have victory over Sn. Because of this, God
isableto give victory to al Chrigtians when they are tempted by the devil asthey yidd to God.

4. Read Il Peter 2:1-14 and write what God has done with those who are unjust.

5. Explain why these verses show us that the thing that motivates most fase teachersis covetousness.
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6. Explain what lessons you learn about the fact that God will judge fase teachers from the fact that
He has judged evil angdls and evil peoplein the past.

We as0 see a picture of those who choose to follow the devil. They do what they want to do. They
gpeek evil of others. They sin continualy. Thelr eyes arefilled with lust and that causes them to com-
mit adultery. They try to get othersto follow their evil ways. Their only desreisto satisfy themsdves.
They have no desire to do what is right or to serve God. As aresult, they must be punished because
of their an. Their only reward will be eternd judgment. They will not escgpe when God brings His
judgment upon them.

7. Read Il Peter 2:1-14 and write what these people are speaking about when they spesk evil.

8. Explain what these verses teach about the fina judgment of al those who continue to follow their
evil ways.

9. Explain why you are thankful that you know thet the Lord is able to deliver the godly out of tempta-
tion.

Many fase teechers are like Bdaam. Baaam was willing to do anything to get money for himsdf. He
did not care whether he did right or wrong as long as he got money. He was willing to go and curse
the people of Isradl in order to get the riches promised by an evil king. At the same time he clamed to
be a prophet of God. God spoke directly to Baaam and told him that the people of Israel were
blessed. However, Bdaam ill wanted to get that money. God findly used the anima on which Bd-
aam was riding to speak to Balaam. Here we see those fa se teachers and fal se prophets are often
teaching their fase teachings in order to get things for themsalves.

10. Read |1 Peter 2:15-22 and write how Peter says these false teachers are like wells.

11. Explain why Baaam was willing to go to curse people that God had told him were blessed until
God used hisanimd to cause him to fear.

12. Explain what you learn for your own life about false teachers from the example of Baaam.

We ds0 see that fdse teachers are empty. They are like wells without water. They do not have the
Holy Spirit in their lives because they are not Chrigtians. Instead they speak words that gpped to the
sinful desires of people. These words are what sinful people want to hear and so these people choose
to follow these fa se teachers and continue to satisfy their own sinful desires. Sinful people aways
want to satisfy their own sinful desires and so they look for fa se teachers whose teaching encourages
them to continueto live in their Sin.

13. Read |1 Peter 2:15-22 and write what these fal se teachers promise.

14. Explain why sinful people are quick to follow false teachers that encourage them to continue to fol-
low their own sinful desires.

15. Explan why it isimportant in your own life to avoid following any teacher that is teaching people to
satidfy thelr own dnful desres.

Today we have many false teachers who tdll people thet they are free and can commit any kind of sn

that they desire. However, this passage teaches that such teachers are not even free themsalves. In+
stead they are davesto their own sinful desires. They are only teaching people to become davesto
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their snful ways. Chrigt isthe only one that can make a person free. Those who think that they can
become free by following their snful desireswill only find that their condition becomes worse and
worse.

16. Read |1 Peter 2:15-22 and write what it would have been better for these fa se teachers not to
have known.

17. Explain why fdse teachers will often tdl people that they are free to follow their own sinful desires
because God says that they are free.

18. Explain why you think a person will teach others that the others can become free when the one
who isteaching isin bondage to his or her own sin.

Many fa se teachers have understood the truth but chose to turn from the truth. They chose to reject
Chrig ingtead of following Him. Asaresult, such fase teachers will receive greater judgment. These
false teachers are compared to dogs or pigs. A dog will return to itsvomit. A pig will return to the
mud. They will go back to these things because they are dogs and pigs. A person that is not a Chris-
tian will go back to his or her sin because Christ has not changed that person.

19. Read || Peter 2:15-22 and write whose servants these false teachers really are instead of being
servants of God.

20. Explain why fase teachers are compared to dogs and pigsin these verses.

21. Explain why you think that false teachers who knew the truth and rgjected it will receive an even
grester judgment.

Peter wrote this letter to remind the Chrigtians to study the Word of God. Today we still need thisre-
minder. There are many Christians who never sudy the Word of God for themsalves. Some may
pick up aBible occasondly and read afew verses or a chapter but they never redly study the Word
and ask the Holy Spirit to give them wisdom and understanding. They fed that they can learn enough
about the Bible by listening in church on Sunday morning. As aresult, such people are very week
Chrigtians and are not serving the Lord by the way they walk, the way they talk or the way they live.
We need to study the Word of God so that we can serve the Lord because we are living in the last
days.

22. Read 11 Peter 3:1-9 and write who will be on the earth in the last days.

23. Explain why it isimportant for every Chritian to persondly study the things that Christ taught and
that His disciples taught and wrote for us.

24. Explain why it isimportant for you in your own life to study the Word of God so that you can grow
in your understanding of what God wants you to do.

Today we areliving in the last days. We have many people that are denying that Chrigt is coming
soon. They are not prepared for the coming judgment. Such people are like the people in the time of
Noah. Those people laughed when Noah spoke of judgment.  They thought that they were safe and
did not need to worry. Then one day the flood came and destroyed them al. They were not able to
escape. People today have the same attitudes as the people had in the time of Noah. However, there
will be no escagpe from judgment for those who fail to follow Chrigt.

25. Read |1 Peter 3:1-9 and write what God will use to judge the earth the next time that He judges
the earth.
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26. Explain why people today are like the people in the time of Noah and live asif thereisno judg-
ment coming.

27. Explain why you think that people today are not thinking about whét is going to hgppen to them in
the future.

Many people think that Christ is not going to return because He has waited so long. However, we see
the reason why God has waited so long as we read these verses. Christ has waited this long because
He does not want anyoneto diein hisor her Sns. He wants everyone to have the opportunity to hear
how to be saved from their sins. Christ desires for everyone to come to Him in repentance so that He
can forgivethar ans. Thisiswhy God is very patient and wantsto give everyone the opportunity to
repent and turn from sin to Chrigt.

28. Read || Peter 3:1-9 and write how long aday isin the sight of the Lord.

29. Explain why God is very patient with people and has waited a long time before bringing judgment
on the earth.

30. Explain how you would answer a person that saysthat Christ is not coming because He has waited

s0 long.

We go on to read that the day of the Lord will come. No one knows exactly when the Lord will come
to bring judgment. People will be unprepared just like they are unprepared when athief comes at
night. People dways think that they will be able to prepare and get ready tomorrow or the next day.
They never stop to think about the fact that they need to get prepared right now while they have the
opportunity or it might betoo late. We read that when the Lord brings judgment that the heavens and
the earth will be destroyed by fire. These thingswill al hgppen very suddenly.

31. Read Il Peter 3:10-18 and write how we should live since the Lord is coming soon.

32. Explain why people are deceiving themsaves when they say that they can get ready at some later
time.

33. Explain how you would explain the future judgment to someone that has a desire to know what will
happen in the future.

Sincethe Lord is going to come suddenly, we need to be expecting Him at any moment. We need to
be prepared and ready ourselves. We aso need to redlize that we have the opportunity today to tell
others about Christ and that tomorrow may be too late. We adso have a promise that God will create
anew heavens and anew earth. Only those that are right with God will see that new heavens and new
earth. As Chrigians, we should be eagerly looking for the coming of Chrigt.

34. Read 11 Peter 3:10-18 and write how Christ wants to find us when He comes.

35. Explain what these verses teach about the fact that God will creste a new heavens and a new
earth.

36. Explain why it isimportant to you to tell othersto get ready to meet Christ while they have the op-

portunity.

Peter goes on to speak about the books of the Bible that were written by Paul. Those who did not
believein Christ were dready reecting those books just as they had rgjected Christ. Today people
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arejust the same. Once people rgect Christ or any part of the Bible and refuse to believe what the
Bible says, they are on thair way toward rgecting the entire Bible. They just keep rgecting more and
more until finally they say that they do not believe the Bible a al. Thisisthe reason that many
churches no longer teach that the Bible isthe Word of God.

37. Read |1 Peter 3:10-18 and write what Peter said therewasin al of the books that Paul wrote.
38. Explain what will happen to those who make the choice to rgect the Word of God.

39. Explain what you learn about the relationship that Peter and Paul had from these verses.

Since we know about these things that are going to happen, we are to serve Christ and turn away from
our an. Aswe put Chrig firgt in our lives, we will continue to grow in grace. We will o continue to
grow in our knowledge and understanding of Christ. However, if we do not continue to grow, our
liveswill become wesk. We grow by studying the Word of God. Asaresult, our knowledge of Jesus
Christincreases.  We redlize even more than before how much Christ has done for us.

40. Read |1 Peter 3:10-18 and write how long we should give dl praise and glory to Chrigt.

41. Explain why those who are untaught and unstable twist the Word of God, which in turn leadsto
their destruction.

42. Explain why it isimportant to you in your life to continue to grow in grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Chrigt.

Now reread || Peter 2:1-3:18 and write down the three most important lessons that you learned from
these chapters today.
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Survey of I, 11, 111 John & Jude
Lesson 1
| John 1:1-2:29

The book of | John is the book about how to have felowship with the Lord and with other Chrigtians.
Aswe study thefirst part of our lesson today, we will seethat it is possble to have fellowship with
both the Father and with Jesus Christ. Then we will have the opportunity to learn how to have fellow-
ship with other Chrigtians as well as fellowship with the Lord. We will see that we must make the
choice to wak in the light in order to enjoy thisfdlowship. Aswewak in fellowship with God, we will
want to be obedient to Him and follow His commandments so that we can continue to enjoy that fd-
lowship. We will want to learn how to serve Him and please Him in our daly lives so that we enjoy
that fdlowship.

Asyou study this lesson, you should use the following objectives to guide you in your sudy. By the
time you complete this lesson, you should be able to:

Tdl why felowship with the Lord is important.

Explan what it meansto wak in the light.

Explain how we should walk as obedient Chrigtians.

Tell what warning we receive about fase teachers.

John begins by telling us four ways that he learned about Christ. John had the opportunity to hear
Chrigt teach throughout His public ministry. John saw Chrigt. John was able to fed that Christ had a
real body after the resurrection. John aso looked upon Christ and redly studied Him. Perhaps you
are thinking that seeing Christ and looking upon Chrigt are the same thing. However, looking upon
Chrigt has a much greater meaning. It gpeaks of looking a Christ with wonder and amazement. John
looked at Christ with greaet wonder and amazement because he recognized that Christ is the Son of
God.

1. Read | John 1:1-4 and write with whom we have felowship.

2. Explain why it isimportant to know that John had the opportunity to see, hear and fed Christ both
before and after the resurrection.

3. Explain why you are thankful for the fact that Christ chose the gpostles to be witnesses of the resur-
rection.

The book of | John is the book about fellowship. John wrote so that he could have fellowship with
other Chrigtians. Today we aso need to have fellowship with other Chrigtians. True Chrigtian fellow-
ship is sharing our lives together in Chrigian love. We may have Chridtian felowship with many people
in the church. At other times we have fdlowship with one family or even oneindividuad. However, we
can only have true Chrigtian felowship with other Christians when our hearts are right with God. That
iswhy it is so important to make certain that we do not alow any unconfessed sin to remain in our
lives

4. Read | John 1:1-4 and write why John wrote this | etter.
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5. Explain why it isimportant for Chrigtians to both fellowship with God and fellowship with other
Chrigians,
6. Explain what the word fellowship means to you in your own words.

Chrigt and Hislife were reveded to the gpostles so that they could give us testimony about His death
and resurrection. This was done o that we could know how to have eternd life. Chrigt wants every
Chridtian to befilled with joy. We arefilled with joy when we are having fellowship with the Fether
and with Chrigt. Thisis due to the fact that we know that dl of our snsareforgiven. It isawonderful
thing to know that our hearts are clean and right before God. This makes it possible to have hearts
that arefilled with joy instead of fear. This makesit possible to have peace instead of worry. Christ
wants to give us these things.

7. Read | John 1:1-4 and write what kind of joy John wanted the other Christiansto experiencein
ther lives.

8. Explain what is necessary for a person to have true fdlowship with Chrigt and with other Chrigtians.
9. Explain why you find that you lifeisfilled with joy when you are experiencing fdlowship with the
Lord.

We d 0 read about three groups of rdigious sinners. The first group saysthat they have felowship
with God but they continue to walk in darkness. They have never known what it meansto walk in the
light and have their snsforgiven. Today there are many people who attend a church and cal them-
selves Chrigtians but they have never asked Chrigt to forgive their Sn. There are dso many churches
that no longer teach about the death and resurrection of Christ. These verses teach that those who are
waking in darkness must walk in the light if they want to have eternd life. This means that people must
choose to follow Chrigt and place thar trust in Him.

10. Read | John 1:5-10 and write why it is so important to walk in the light.

11. Explain why many people think that they are Chrigtians even though they continue to walk in dark-
Ness.

12. Explan why it isimportant to you in your own life to be waking in the light a dl times.

The second group of religious snners are those who say that they have no snin therr lives. These
versestell us that those who say that they have no sin have only deceived themsdlves. In addition to
decalving themselves, these verses say that such people do not have the truth in them. Today there are
some groups of Chridians that say that they have grown to the place where they no longer commit sin.
Asverse eight says, such people are only decelving themsdlves. In fact the closer we walk to the
Lord, the more we redize that we do commit sins. To confess our Sins means to agree with God
about the terribleness of our sins and turn from those ains.

13. Read | John 1:5-10 and write what God does when we ask Him to forgive our Sins.

14. Explain why God says that people are decelving themsalves when they say that they have no Snin
thelr lives.

15. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to know that God does forgive you and cleanse
you from dl unrighteousness when you confess your Sins.
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The third group of religious snners are those who say that they have never snned. A good example of
thisgroup isin Luke 18 where the Pharisee who prayed to himsdlf tried to tell God how good he was
because of the thingsthat he did in hislife. He was totally depending on his own efforts to make him-
<f right with God. He did not admit once that he was a snner. When a person will not admit that he
has sinned, that person cannot be a Christian. As aresult, the Word of God is not in that person.

16. Read | John 1:5-10 and write what a person who says that he or she has not sinned is actually
cdling God.

17. Explain why a person that saysthat he or she has not snned cannot be a Christian.

18. Explain what lessons you learn for your own life about rdigious sSnners from these verses.

Aswe go on to chapter two, we will learn some important lessons about how Christ speaks for us as
well as some important lessons about obedience. The chapter begins by talking about the importance
of avoiding Sn. John writes to encourage usto avoid sin but knowing that we will sin. That iswhy
John tells us that when we sin that Jesus Chrigt is our advocate. An advocate is one that speaks for
another person. When we sin as Chrigtians, Christ goesto the Father and speaks for us. Christ points
to the value of His own blood as payment for the pendty for our an. He says that we have accepted
His payment by placing our trust in Him. The Father says that He is satisfied with Christ’ s payment for
our snsand forgives us.

19. Read | John 2:1-11 and write whose sins Christ died for.

20. Explain why it isimportant for Christ to say that His blood paid for our sn when Satan accuses us
before God.

21. Explain what it meansto you in your own life to know that Christ personaly speeks for you when
you commit Sin.

We go on to read that love is shown by obedience. Christ showed Hislove by obeying the Father and
dying for our ains. In these verses we see that we are to know Chrit, to bein Christ and to abidein
Chrigt. Knowing Christ means knowing Him so well that we know what He desires for our lives. To
be in Chrigt speaks about our relationship to Him and that relationship makes it possible for usto grow
to spiritual maturity. Abiding in Christ emphasizes the fact that we are to walk as Christ walks because
Heiswaking with us. If we are abiding in Chrig, our liveswill befilled with joy regardiess of what
happensto us. Aswe abide in Christ, we know that we are in the center of the will of God.

22. Read | John 2:1-11 and write how we will walk if we are abiding in Chrig.

23. Explan why it isimportant for Christians to demondrate that they know Christ by their obedience
to Chrigt.

24. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to know that God wants to bring Hislove to
meaturity in your life.

We are d 0 given acommandment that is both old and new. This commandment isto love one a+
other. Itisan old commandment that goes back to the early part of the Old Testament where we are
commanded to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. At the sametimeit isanew commandment.
Christ gave us the new commandment to love one another as He hasloved us. Christ came as the light
to remove darkness. Christ showed true love when He died on the crossfor us. Aswe let the Holy
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Spirit control our lives, it is possblefor usto have thissamelove. Aswe lovethe Lord and our Chris-
tian brothers and sgters, we are fulfilling this commandment.

25. Read | John 2:1-11 and write where those who love their brother are abiding.

26. Explain why it isimportant for Christians to be waking in the light as they follow Chridt.

27. Explain what this new commandment means to you in your own life.

John described three different levels of spiritua maturity as he wrote this letter. We see that those who
are soiritud children know that their sns are forgiven. They have dso known the Father. There are
three characterigtics of spiritua young men. Spiritua young men have become strong in spirit. Spiri-
tua young men aso have the Word of God abiding in them. Spiritua young men have learned how to
live alife of victory over the evil one. Spiritud fathers are those who have redly gotten to know the
Father as aresult of along period of felowship with Him.

28. Read | John 2:12-29 and write what Chrigtians are told not to love.

29. Explain why it isimportant for every Christian to continue to grow and become a spiritud parent to
others.

30. Explain what you learn about your own level of spiritud maturity from these verses.

We ds0 see that obedience involves separation from following the ways of theworld. To lovethe
world meansto have away of life that is againg the way of God. Some people spesk of being
worldly. By thisthey mean tha certain actions and activities are wrong. However, aworldly way of
thinking is the meaning of these verses. That includes more than just afew activities. It includes every-
thing that we think and do. If the loss of some possessions causes us unhappiness, we are loving the
things of the world rather than loving God. If we are continudly thinking about the things of the world
and falling to grow in our relaionship with God, we are loving the world.

31. Read | John 2:12-29 and write what is not in us if we love the world.

32. Explain what it meansto love the world.

33. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to know that as you do the will of God you will
know that you will live forever.

Those who love the world want to satisfy the desires of their bodies. They want the things that they
see. They are proud because of the things that they do. However, none of those thingswill last. They
will quickly passaway. Our liveswill only last for ashort time. We are promised that as we do the
will of God that we will have eternd life. We go on to see that obedience aso includes separation
from fase teachers (antichrists). These fase teachers have rgjected parts of the Bible. Asareault,
they have gone away from the true Gospd. Today we have many antichrists that are trying to cause
other people to turn way from the Word of God. They do not want others to follow Chrigt.

34. Read | John 2:12-29 and writewho iscaled aliar.

35. Explain why fase teachers want to turn people avay from the Word of God and choose to deny
that Jesusisthe Chrigt.

36. Explain why it isimportant to you in your own life to make sure that you are faithful in teaching the
Word of God as you teach others.
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This passage tells us that dl those that deny that Christ is God are fase teachers. A person who says
that Chrigt did not become aman isaso afdseteacher. The Bible tellsusthat Chrigt is both God and
man. Heistotaly God. At the sa